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After nearly 20 years in the same office space, the Heartland Center has moved to a new
location in Lincoln, Nebraska. In 1986, shortly after the Center was founded, Milan Wall and
Vicki Luther found space in an historic office building in downtown Lincoln. Staff changes
have been seen over the years, along with a steady stream of graduate school interns, many
of whom eventually found full time positions with the Center.

However, several years ago, the Heartland Center board encouraged

the Co-Directors to seek out and develop new partnerships with

other rural-focused nonprofit organizations and the result was 

an increased connection with two groups in particular. According 

to Milan Wall, “Sharing space with the Nebraska Community

Foundation and the Center for Rural Entrepreneurship just made

good sense since we’re doing more and more work with these two 

excellent organizations.” These
two organizations are, of course,
the Center’s partners in the 
development of the HomeTown
Competitiveness initiative.

The shared space is part of a
third floor arrangement in the Mill
Towne Building, a former factory
refitted into office space. Office
Manager Betty Ourecky, who 
handled much of the logistics 
and planning-to-move phase as
well, admits that it was a big job.
“Moving gave us a chance to set
some priorities and make deci-
sions about telecommunications
and other office details.” Betty
adds, “We all worked together to
make the big move a success.”

Another major change in the
Center’s office arrangement is 
the new location for Co-Director
Vicki Luther, who along with 
her husband, recently moved to
Kerrville, Texas. Vicki is maintain-
ing an office in this central Texas
location and enjoys both a winter
with no snow and the challenges
of telecommuting!  She can still
be contacted through the Center’s
main telephone number.

“Sharing space with the Nebraska
Community Foundation and the

Center for Rural Entrepreneurship
just made good sense since we’re
doing more and more work with

these two excellent organizations.”
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